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Obfervatio  de  Morbo  Maculofo  Hamorrhagicc v 
Auctore  Joanne  Philippo  Rogert,  M.  D. 
Dioscef:  Viburg.  jutl.  Pbyf.  Reg.  Societ, 
Memb.  Extraord. — Vide  Ada  Regies  Socie- 
tatis  Mediae  Haunienfis,  Vo/.  I.  8vo, 
Haunite. 

IN  the  paper  before  us,  the  hiflory  of  a 
cafe  is  related,  affording  an  example 
of  a difeafe,  which,  although  probably  it  not 
unfrequently  occurs  in  pra&ice,  yet  has  claim- 
ed but  little  attention  from  medical  practition- 
ers, and  has,  we  think,  been  improperly  con- 
founded with  other  difeafes.  It  muff  indeed 
be  admitted,  that,  in  fome  particulars,  it  has  a 
refemblance  to  fcorbutus,  or  fea-feurvy.  But 
at  the  fame  time,  no  one  who  has  had  an  op- 
portunity  of  feeing  both  difeafes,  can  have  any 
doubt  that  they  are  cffentially  different ; and, 
notwithfhnding  vQiat  may  have  happened  in 
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particular  inftances,  (fuch,  for  example,  as  in 
that  now  before  us),  yet  this  affe&ion,  we  may 
venture  to  aflert,  will  by  no  means,  in  general, 
be  found  to  yield  to  that  treatment  bed  fitted 
for  the  removal  of  fcorbutus.  It  may  there- 
fore be  juffly  confidered,  both  with  refpeft  to 
the  hiftory  and  prattice,  as  a fubjefl  well  de- 
ferving  the  attention  of  pra&itioners. 

The  cafe  here  related,  is  that  of  a girl  in  the 
twenty-fecond  year  of  her  age,  of  a flender 
make,  and  very  fair  complexion.  She  had,  for 
a confiderable  time,  led  a fedentary,  or  rather 
an  indolent  life,  and  was  often  afflifled  with 
headach,  bleeding  at  the  nofe,  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  eyes.  She  had  regularly  menftrur 
ated,  but  not  without  fome  difficulty. 

While  her  menfes  were  flowing,  during  the 
month  of  November  1777,  and  upon  being 
much  heated  with  dancing  on  repeated  occa- 
flons,  fire  expofed  herfelf  to  a cold  piercing 
wind,  with  the  view  of  diminifiiing  the  heat. 
Upon  this  (he  became  affefted  with  a trouble- 
fome  cough,  and  an  exceffive  flow  of  the  men- 
fes for  three  fucceeding  periods  j and,  on  the 
firfl  of  March,  the  flow  was  mofl  profufe,  at- 
tended with  feyere  headach,  and  fuch  anxiety 
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' at  the  prcecordia  as  even  threatened  fainting. 

j 

The  day  following  The  was  obliged  to  keep  her 
bed,  and  was  much  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  a difcharge  of  blood,  from  the  angles  of  the 
mouth,  the  lips,  the  tongue,  and  the  gums,  ei- 
ther happening  fpontaneoufly,  or  from  the 
flighted  injury.  Blood  alfo  was  difcharged 
from  the  noftrils,  and  coagulated  clots  were 
evacuated  by  coughing,  while  the  urine  was 
of  fuch  a dark  colour  as  to  verge  even  to  black- 
nefs.  Red  fpots,  the  largeft  from  five  to  fix 
lines  in  diameter,  the  fmalleft  about  the  fize’  of 
flea-bites,  appeared  both  on  the  face  and  trunk 
of  the  body,  but  (till  more  on  the  extremities. 
Thefe  in  a few  days  became  of  a black  colour; 
and  they  were  fo  far  extended,  that  even  the 
tunica  conjunctiva  of  the  eye  was  not  free  from 
them.  The  blood  difcharged  was  apparently 
found,  much  refembling  that  difcharged  from 
cutting  a vein  ; but  it  fliowed  no  cruft  upon  its 
furface. 

With  the  view  of  combating  thefe  com- 
plaints, recourfe  was  had  to  nitre  with  oxymel, 
taken  in  barley-water  ; and  it  was  obferved, 
that,  notwithftanding  a confiderable  lofs  of 
blood,  the  ftrength  of  the  patient  was  hardly  in 
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any  degree  impaired.  The  flux  continuing, 
on  the  5th  of  March  a vein  was  opened  in  the 
foot.  In  other  refpe&s,  matters  continued 
much  in  the  fame  fituation,  excepting  that  a 
fmall  quantity  of  rhubarb,  taken  every  fecond 
day,  feemed  to  have  diminifhed  the  flow 
through  the  natural  paflages. 

On  the  8th  of  March,  the  menftrual  dif- 
charge  flopped  but  the  htemoptyfis  and  dis- 
charge of  blood  by  urine  ftill  frequently  re- 
curred. Her  flrength  however  remained  un- 
impaired, and  her  fleep  and  appetite  were 
even  mended.  On  the  16th  of  March,  fhe 
difcharged  red-coloured  turbid  urine,  with 
conflderable  flrangury  and  pain  at  the  under 
part  of  the  belly.  Her  cough  and  oppreflion 
at  the  breaft,  were  always  relieved  upon  the 
difcharge  of  clots  of  blood.  Befides  thefe 
fymptoms,  fhe  w7as  much  diftrefled  w7ith  tin- 
nitus aurium,  and  a fenfe  of  noife  in  the  head, 
and  her  tongue  was  covered  with  a white 
mucous  cruft. 

This  being  the  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  as  it 
appeared  unufual  and  wonderful,  Dr  Rogert, 
who  was  placed  at  a diftance  from  this  pa- 
tient, was  confulted  by  letter  refpefting  its 

nature 


^2 


MEDICAL  Dec.  II. 

nature  and  the  mode  of  cure.  Although  he 
was  unable  to  inveftigate  the  caufe  of  this 
difeafe,  yet  he  was  inclined  to  attribute  the 
fymptoms  to  a diffolved  flate  of  the  blood. 
He  obferves,  that  medical  records  contain 
hiftories  of  maculae  and  hasmorrhagies,  even 
by  paflages  more  uncommon,  in  inftances  of 
fcorbutus,  of  putrid  fever,  of  ammenorrhcea, 
of  poifons  taken  internally,  and  of  poifons  in- 
troduced externally,  by  the  bite  of  particular 
ferpents,  particularly  of  the  Seps,  Labarra  A- 
mericana,  Haemorrhois,  and  fome  others.  But 
to  none  of  thefe  caufes  could  the  difeafe 
of  his  prefent  patient  be  attributed.  She  in- 
deed dwelt  upon  the  fea-coafl,  in  a fituation 
often  liable  to  intermittent  fevers.  But  fcor- 
butus could  not  he  thinks,  proceed  from  this 
caufe  alone ; and  here  there  was  no  vitiated 
diet  to  induce  it.  Befides  this,  confiderable 
htemorrhagies  in  fcorbutus  and  putrid  fever 
rarely  take  place,  unlefs  on  the  approach  of 
death,  and  are  preceded  by  a great  degree  of 
debility,  which  in  this  cafe  was  entirely  want- 
ing. Thofe  hremorrhagies  which  depend  up- 
on the  menftrual  difcharge,  arife  only  from 
fuppreffion ; but  in  this  cafe,  the  metifes,  al- 
♦ though 
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though  fomewhat  inordinate,  were  not  fup- 
prefled.  Nor  was  there  here  the  fmalleft  fuf- 
picion  of  the  introduction  of  poifon  of  any 
kind.  On  the  day  of  its  commencement,  in- 
deed, the  patient  had  taken  broth  in  which 
pork  had  been  boiled  ; but  this  could  with  as 
little  juftice  be  confidered  as  having  any  influ- 
ence in  inducing  the  difeafe. 

But,  whatever  might  be  the  caufe  of  this  af- 
fection, Dr  Rogert  obferves,  that  from  the 
analogy  of  this  difeafe  to  fcurvy,  which  he  con- 
fiders  as  molt  nearly  approaching  to  it,  he  di- 
rected that  the  cure  fhould  be  conducted  in  a 
fimilar  manner.  On  this  account,  he  refrained 
from  blood-letting : He  directed  a gentle  laxa- 
tive with  manna  to  be  firft  taken,  and  the  bel- 
ly to  be  afterwards  kept  gently  open  by  a 
powder,  confiding  of  equal  parts  of  cream  of 
tartar  and  rhubarb,  taken  every  morning  and 
evening.  He  directed  alfo,  that  half  a dram 
of  the  Peruvian  bark  filould  be  taken  every 
two  hours ; that  fluids  fhould  frequently  be 
drunk,  acidulated  with  a conflderable  propor- 
tion of  the  vitriolic  acid  ; and  that  this  fhould 
be  alternated  with  an  infufion  of  horfe-radifh, 
or  muflard,  in  beerj  that,  avoiding  all  fat  or 
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faked  meat,  the  patient  fhould  live  entirely  on 
a diet  of  milk,  frelh  animal  food,  and  vege- 
tables. 

This  plan  having  been  adopted,  Dr  Rogert 
was  informed,  on  the  25th  of  March,  that  the 
patient  was  now  no  longer  confined  to  bed ; 
that  her  ftrength  was  increafed  j that  her  ge- 
neral habit  was  little  different  from  that  of  a 
perfon  in  health  ; that  her  appetite  and  fleep 
were  natural,  although  ft  ill  clots  of  blood  were 
difcharged  by  the  mouth  ; that  the  ringing  of 
the  ears,  fenfe  of  noife  in  the  head,  and  macula?,’ 
ff ill  continued  ; although  thefe  laft,  from  a 
black,  had  become  of  a yellowifh  green  colour. 
A large  menftrual  difcharge  had  taken  place 
©n  the  23d  of  March,  upon  which  a fwelling 
of  the  epigaftric  region,  to  which  fhe  had  be- 
fore been  fubje&ed,  difappeared.  She  neither 
now  complained  of  heat  nor  third,  but  was 
highly  impatient  and  dejefted.  In  addition  ta 
the  former  remedies,  Dr  Rogert  directed  a' 
mixture  of  conferve  of  rofes  with  nitre  to  be 
taken  in  fmall  quantities  at  a time ; and  to  the 
infufion  of  horfe-radifh,  which  file  now  naufe- 
ated,  he  fubftituted  an  infufion  of  malt.  She 
was  alfo  directed  to  take,  from  time  to  time,' 
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k glafs  of  the  exprefled  juice  of  garden  fcurvy- 
grafs. 

Under  thefe  remedies,  her  complaints  Were 
by  degrees  fo  much  mitigated,  that  when  Dr 
Rogert  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  her,  on 
the  2i  ft  of  April,  Ihe  had  regained  a fine  flo- 
rid complexion,  and  enjoyed  perfeft  vigour, 
both  of  body  and  mind  5 nor  was  fhe  after- 
wards fubje&ed  to  any  fimilar  complaint. 

The  drfeafe  here  defcribed,  may  juftly  be 
confidered  as  a rare  occurrence ; but,  at  the 
fame  time,  it  cannot  be  reprefented  as  an  affec- 
tion which  has  never  been  obferved.  It  can- 
not, indeed,  in  our  opinion,  be  confidered  as 
having  entered  either  practical  or  even  nofo- 
Iogical  fyftems.  But  in  an  inaugural  differta- 
tion  publilhed  at  Gottingen  feveral  years  ago, 
intituled,  “ De  Petechiis  fine  fibre,”  a cafe  is 
defcribed  in  every  refpctt  fimilar  to  that  which 
is  here  related.  And  in  a volume  of  medical 
cafes  publilhed  at  Edinburgh  by  l)r  Duncan, 
we  have  alfo  the  hiftory  of  a petechial  erup- 
tion without  febrile  fymptoms.  Since  that, 
upwards  of  a dozen  of  fimilar  cafes  have  fallen 
under  Dr  Duncan’s  care,  feveral  of  which  have 
not  only  been  the  fubjeft  of  pra&ice,  but  alfo 
Vol.IV.Dec.1I.  E of 
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of  le&ures  at  the  Collegium  Cafuale.  In  thefe 
le&ures,  he  has  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
this  affe&ion  may  be  diftinguilhed  by  the  title  of 
PetechianofoSy  from  the  petechial  eruption  with 
which  the  affection  is  very  generally  attended ; 
or4  of  Aimarrhcea,  from  the  fpontaneous  dif- 
charges  of  blood, .whichare  perhaps  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  a-  flill  more  univerfal  fymptom ; and 
very  lately,  this  affe&ion,  under  the  title  of  H&- 
morrhcea  Petechalis,  has  been  the  fubjeft  of  a 
very  ingenious  inaugural  differtation,  publilhed 
at  Edinburgh  by  Dr  James  Makittrick  Adair, 
in  which  feveral  cafes  are  colle&ed.  Without 
however  at  prefent  entering  farther  on  this  fub- 
jeflj  we  fhall  only  obferve,  that  there  is  but  little 
foundation  for  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  con- 
fider  this  difeafe  as  being  merely  a form  of 
fcurvy : for,  notwithftanding  the  fimilarity  of 
the  two  difeafes  in  fome  fymptoms,  yet  they 
differ  very  effentially  in  others ; and  a flill 
more  material  difference  takes  place,  both  with 
refpett  to  the  caufes  and  method  of  cure. 

Indeed,  with  regard  to  the  prefent  affe<flion> 
it  may  be  juftly  obferved,  that  neither  the 
caufes  nor  method  of  cure  are  as  yet,  by  any 
means,,  well  al'certained.  Some  other  cafes,  it 
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is  rrue,  as  well  as  that  here  recorded  by  Dr 
Rogert,  have  apparently  yielded  to  the  Peru- 
vian bark  and  vitriolic  acid,  conjoined  with 
fuch  a regimen  as  Dr  Rogert  has  directed. 
But  others  have  obftinately  refilled,  not  only 
that,  but  alfo  a variety  of  other  modes  of 
treatment,  and,  after  continuing  for  years, 
have  at  length  fpontaneoufly  difappeared ; 
while,  in  a few  inftances,  this  affe&ion  has 
proved  fuddenly  fatal,  apparently  from  ex- 
ceffive  lofs  of  blood.  We  may  therefore 
point  out  this  affe&ion  as  a fubjefl  well  me- 
riting the  future  attention  of  pra&itioners. 
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